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Piedmont Valley Lutheran Church  
PO Box 319, Piedmont SD 57769  
(605)787-5588   pvlcsecretary@rushmore.com  
Web site:  gracefulhills.church  

 
 
 
 

 

  Pastor Sonja Pilman    pastorsonjapilman@gmail.com 
  Ministers:  All of Us  

Our Mission: Gathered Together in Christ,  

 Sent to Reach, Teach, Nurture and Serve. 

April 3, 2021 - VIGIL OF EASTER 
 

The congregation may gather in a convenient place outside the church. All are 
given candles to be lit later from the paschal candle.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with 
you.  

Welcome + Mission Statement 
 

In the semidarkness a fire is kindled.  

Pastor: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus Christ 
passed over from death to life, we are gathered here in vigil 
and prayer. This is the Passover of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his sacraments, 
we share in his victory over death.  

 O God, you are like a refiner’s fire, and your Spirit kindles the 
hearts of your faithful people with the fire of your love. Bless, 
we ask you, this new flame and those who keep this joyful 
Easter festival. Burning with desire for life with you, may we 
be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which 
has no end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. Amen 
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The candle bearer, holding the paschal candle, steps forward. The pastor trac-
es the cross and the Greek letters A and W (Alpha and Omega) upon it, saying:  

Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the be-
ginning and the end, the Alpha and the Omega.  

May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, 
scatter all the darkness of our hearts and minds.  

Almighty and most merciful God, once we were darkness, but 
now we are light in Jesus Christ our Lord. Bless abundantly 
all who joyfully celebrate this night in faith in the resurrec-
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fill them with your heavenly 
blessing in him, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. Amen.  
 

All light their candles from the paschal candle. Then, the paschal candle held 
aloft by the candle bearer, all follow in procession into the dark church.  

As the procession begins, the candle bearer pauses and says:  
Candle Bearer:  The light of Christ.  
      All:  Thanks be to God.  

After entering the church, in the Narthex, the candle bearer pauses and says a 
second time:  

Candle Bearer:  The light of Christ.  
      All:  Thanks be to God.  

The congregation puts their candle in the wooden box cross and finds a seat in 
a pew but stay standing. The light at the cross behind the altar is turned on. 

The candle bearer arrives at the font, lifts the candle high, and says a third 
time:  

Candle Bearer:  The light of Christ.  
      All:  Thanks be to God.  

The candle bearer puts the paschal candle in its stand. Standing in its light, the 
pastor says:  

Rejoice now, all you heavenly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all 
creation; sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the 
triumph of our King.  

Rejoice too, all the earth, in the radiance of the light now 
poured upon you and made brilliant by the brightness of the 
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everlasting King; know that the ancient darkness has been 
forever banished.  

Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this 
light; let all this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with the 
praises of all God’s faithful people.  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
  All: And also with you.  

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
  All: We lift them up to the Lord.  

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  All: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places, with all our hearts and minds and voices, praise you, 
O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, and your one and only 
Son, Jesus Christ.  

For he is the true Paschal Lamb, who offered himself for the 
sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding of his 
precious blood.  

This is the night when you brought our fathers, the children 
of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt and led them through the 
Red Sea on dry ground.  

This is the night when all who believe in Christ are delivered 
from bondage to sin and are restored to life and immortality.  

This is the night when Christ, the Life, arose from the dead. 
The seal of the grave is broken, and the morning of the new 
creation breaks forth out of night.  

Oh, how wonderful and beyond all telling is your mercy to-
ward us, O God, that to redeem a slave you gave your Son.  

How holy is this night when all wickedness is put to flight 
and sin is washed away.  

How holy is this night when innocence is restored to the fall-
en and joy is given to those downcast.  
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How blessed is this night when we are reconciled to God in 
Christ. 

Let Christ, the true Light and Morning Star, shine in our hearts, 
he who gives light to all creation, who lives and reigns with 
you God, and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 Service of Lessons 

Creation Genesis 1:1–2:3 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you most wonderfully created human nature 
and yet more wonderfully redeemed it. By your mercy renew 
us in the image of him who came to share our humanity, your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

The Flood  

Genesis 7:1-5,11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13  

Let us pray.  

O Lord, whose wrath burned against the evil of humanity, you 
kill and bring again to life according to your own purpose; you 
brought the flood on a wicked and perverse generation and 
yet saved faithful Noah and his family. Gather your elect into 
your Church, and so complete your work of mercy, that the 
ends of the earth may know your salvation, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Israel's Deliverance at the Red Sea  

Exodus 14:10–15:1  

Let us pray.  

O God, you once delivered your people Israel from slavery un-
der Pharaoh and led them safely through the Red Sea. By this 
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you gave us a picture of Baptism. Lead us always to rejoice in 
your baptismal promise, that we may live in its grace and de-
clare to all people your desire to make them children of Abra-
ham, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Zephaniah 3:12-20  

Let us pray.  

O Lord, let all the world see that what has been cast down is 
raised up, what has grown old is made new, and the work you 
have begun in your faithful people is being brought to its joy-
ful fulfillment in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

Amen. 

New Testament Reading  

Romans 6:3-11 
The pastor gathers at the font. 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Beloved of God, on this most holy night, the Church keeps vig-
il, awaiting the glorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The apostle Paul teaches us that by baptism, we were buried 
with Christ and lay dead in order that as Christ was raised 
from the dead in the splendor of the Father, so we should set 
our feet on the new path of life. Therefore, now that the 
struggle of Lent is over, let us renew the promises made at 
our baptism.  

I ask you, do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil and 
all his empty promises?  

I do.  

Do you believe in God the Father?  
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth.  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven,  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

Do you believe in God, the Holy Spirit?  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  
 

You have made profession of your faith. Do you intend to con-
tinue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to 
live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God 
in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following 
the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all 
the earth?  

I do and I ask God to help and guide me.  

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one an-
other in your life in Christ?  

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.  

People of God, you have made your profession of faith and re-
newed the vows of your baptism. By water, you were cleansed 
and brought to newness of life in the Spirit. May God grant 
that you may feel and know the grace and favor which God has 
given you through your baptism. 
Amen.  
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Meal 
Then the altar candles and other candles in the church are now lit from the 
paschal candle. The lights of the church are fully lit, the bells may be rung, and 
the pastor proclaims:  

ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN! 
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  

This is the day the Lord has made; Let us rejoice and be glad 
in it.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

GOSPEL  
JOHN 20:1-18 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. O God, who made this most holy night to shine 
with the glory of the resurrection of our Lord, preserve in all 
your people the Spirit of adoption which you have given, that 
they may serve you in faith and joy, through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give 
our thanks and praise.  

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to you, everlasting God. And most 
especially are we bound to praise you on this day for the glo-
rious resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal 
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Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 
world. By Jesus’ dying he has destroyed death, and by his ris-
ing again he has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore, with 
Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven we magnify your glorious name, evermore 
praising you and saying: 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 

ascension, we await his coming in glory. Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
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Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen  
 

Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Wellspring of joy, 

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, ☩  Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Join tomorrow for:  

Easter Sunrise Service 
6:30am at Atonement, 602 Auburn Dr, Rapid City 

 

Easter Sunday Service at 9am at Piedmont Valley 

Stay after the service for an Easter egg hunt and a simple Brunch with pas-

tries, fruit, and other goodies served following the Service.  
 

 Confirmation Class 

Sunday, Apr 18, 6-8 PM – Atonement 
Sunday, May 16, 6-8 PM – Piedmont Valley 
Sunday, June 20, 6-8 PM – Atonement 
– Summer Break – 

 

Movie Night at Atonement  

"Calvary" (2014) -  a movie about sin on Friday, May 21, 2021 | 6:30 PM  
at Atonement, 602 Auburn Dr, Rapid City 

This interesting and challenging movie is appropriate for adults. You are invit-

ed to stay after for a discussion group on the movie. Free popcorn, and social 

distancing will be practiced. 

Spring Theological Conference 

April 6-8, 2021: Prophetic Words of Hope – 2021 virtual Spring Theological 

Conference, hosted by the Prairie Rivers Conference. Pastor Sonja will be at-

tending this conference virtually at home but still be available to you via 

phone or email. 

Funeral for Duane Ohlrogge: April 24, 2pm at Piedmont Valley. Join online or in person. 


