
Piedmont Valley  
Lutheran Church 
 

Core Values 

1. Dynamic Inclusive 
Worship 

2. Christian Education 
for All Ages 

3. Fellowship 

4. Pitching in as 
Partners 

5. Neighborly and 
Inviting 

6. Youth & Family 

7. Building & Grounds 

 

 

Bedrock Beliefs 

1. We believe in ONE 
TRUE GOD, who in 
his steadfast and 
faithful love, reveals his 
power, presence and 
promises through his 
son Jesus Christ. 

2. We believe in GOD’S 
PROMISE for the 
forgiveness of sins, 
salvation and eternal 
life, all freely given not 
as a result of human 
action or virtue, but by 
God’s love, mercy and 
grace through the 
death and resurrection 
of his Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

 

NEWSLETTER 
MARCH 2021 

PASTOR’S LETTER: 

Blessings to you in this Lenten Season! 

I hope you are journeying well through this season where we make it a point to 
spend more time with God in prayer and devotion. It has been wonderful 
worshipping together with our sister church during mid-week Lenten services. 
Here you find an impression of the prayer station, where we light a candle during 
the service for our prayers: 

 
In the picture on the left you see our Lenten trio rehearsing before the service. As 
a parish we are sharing our talents and had from Atonement Sandy Feickert on 
the violine and Larry Bailly on the guitar, and our Darcy Oltmanns on the piano for 
beautiful music. At the end we sing part of the Holden Evening Prayer which is 
always moving to sing again. I hope you will make it to one of the next services, 
again or for the first time. You can come in person with our usual guidelines or 
join on Zoom for which the link and info is on our website here: 
https://gracefulhills.church/resources/ 

Next Lenten services are: 
March 10, 2021 @ PVLC 
March 17, 2021 @ Atonement 
March 24, 2021 @ PVLC 
 
Peace be with you and may God be present in your life and move you in your 
journey through Lent,  
your Pastor, Sonja Pilman 
pastorsonjapilman@gmail.com 
(650) 431 6693 
 
Piedmont Pantry News:  If you would like to donate, 
Bring food to the church or send a check made out  

to:  Our Lady of the Black Hills, Attn: Food Pantry,  

123645 Sturgis Rd, Piedmont, SD 57769 or Pam John- 

Son, 14850 W. Hills View Drive, Piedmont, SD 577869 
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3. We believe in A 
LIVING 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GOD that is 
strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit, guided by 
scripture, and sustained 
through the waters of 
our baptism and in the 
body and blood 
through Holy 
Communion. 

4. We believe in 
PRAYERS to draw 
closer to God, 
especially at times of 
crisis, thanksgiving 
and joy for comfort, 
guidance and praise 

5. We believe in THE 
DISCIPLESHIP OF 
BELIEVERS, that we 
respond to God’s 
infinite love and mercy 
by loving and serving 
others and by sharing 
the hope we have 
through the good news 
of Jesus Christ. 

 
16155 Spring Valley Court 
 P.O. Box 319 
Piedmont, SD 57769 
(605) 787-5588 
pvlcsecretary@rushmore.com 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

07. Nora Odegaard             14. Justin Hanks                                                     

08. LeeAnn Hanks                 26. Lincoln Odegaard 

09. Bonnie Miller                 27. Ryan Merwin 

12. Heidi Huiras                     29. Mike Bliese 

13. Vicky Rathert 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
 

12. Len & Darlys Hofer       

30. Curt & Pam Johnson 
 

PVLC Church council news 

FEBRUARY 15, 2021Regular Meeting 
 

Attending:  Heidi Huiras, Pastor Sonja Pilman, Beverly LeCates, Burt 

LeCates Bob Burnsw, Bonnie Miller, Len Hofer, Jacques Dupret and Donna 

Wright. 
 

Pastor Sonja has interviewed a person for the administrative position and 

offered her the position.  Bob suggested we pay her as a salaried 

employee with fixed hours per week for easier tax tracking.  Pastor Sonja 

will discuss this with her and also offer a vacation proposal as well.  MSC 
 

Lenten services will be via Zoom and in-person worship alternating 

between churches in the parish.  Ash Wednesday will be at Atonement. 
 

We will delay in ordering offering envelopes for 2022. 
 

The Brenneman family transferred their membership to Atonement. 
 

We are forming a Revitalization Group that recommends guidelines for 

coming worship and events given the drop in cases and increase in 

vaccinations.  Pastor suggested Donna Wright, Bob Burns and Mike Smith 

as members for the group. 
 

Next Council Meeting is March 15, 2021 at 6:30 PM in-person & online. 
 

PVLC Annual Meeting 

February 7, 2021 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Gary Garner. There were 

17 (16 voting) members in person and 8 members online.  24 Total 

voting members. 
 

Congregational reports were submitted and accepted. The $100,005.00 

2021 budget was adopted.   
 

There were 3 council seats to be filled and three nominations.  Paper 

ballots were used per our constitution.  23 voted for the new council 

members: Jacques Dupret, Bonnie Miller & Gary Garner. 

The South Dakota Synod Assembly is scheduled for June 4 & 5, 2021.  A 

list of members interested in going to the assembly was compiled:  Bob 

Burns & Mary LaHood, Darcy Oltmanns, and Jacques & Donna Dupret.  

In May the council will designate the official members representing 
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PVLC.  We are allowed 2 member votes, 1 youth vote, 1 foreign 

language vote, and the Pastor’s vote. 
 

A short meeting of the new council was held and officers were elected. 

Everyone was present but Jacques Dupret.   President: Heidi Huiras; 

Vice-President: Bob Burns; Secretary: Donna Wright-Dupret; and 

Treasurer: Beverly LeCates.  Bonnie Miller will continue as Financial 

Secretary. 
 

PVLC NEWS: 
 

Upcoming Lenten Services, Wednesdays: 

- March 10, 2021 @ PVLC 

- March 17, 2021 @ Atonement (ALC) 

- March 24, 2021 @ PVLC 
 

New Administrative Assistant 

We are excited to have Angela Bilbrey on board as our new Admin. Ass.! 

Give her a call at the office, send her an email, or visit her. Her hours are: 
- Monday 8am - 2pm (at the office) 

- Thursday 8am - 12pm (at the office) 

- Thursday 2pm - 4pm (work from home) 
 

Covid Vaccine Talk 

On February 14, 2021 PVLC had Dr Clay Smith on our virtual connection 

to answer our questions about the Covid Vaccine. Clay is an emergency 

physician at Spearfish Hospital and Sheridan Memorial, in WY. He is the 

current president of the South Dakota Chapter of the American College 

of Emergency Physicians. 

Clay is the son of Mike and Rubye Smith of PVLC. Clay grew up in our 

congregation. We are happy to hear his wisdom as he works on the 

frontlines of healthcare in our region. 

If you have any further questions about Covid or the vaccine, please email 

them to Donna Wright, MS, RN at  dwright@chcm.com. 
 

Watch the recording of the Covid vaccine talk on our website:  

gracefulhills.church/vaccine/ 
 

Podcast 

When was the last time you heard a story that reminded you of why you 

are a Christian and specifically a Lutheran? Pastor Sonja is exploring this 

question with members of the Graceful Hills Parish. Hear testimonies on 

why despite or because of everything we are still Lutheran. 

Listen to the conversations on your way to work or at home or wherever 

works best for you. You can listen to it anytime and anywhere you have 

internet. The first episode is on our website and the second one is in the 

works and coming this weekend, around March 6th: 

gracefulhills.church/podcast/ 
 

Bible Studies 

Bible Studies are available for you to join.  There is a 10 AM Tuesday Bible 

study at Wired Woodsman. The members prefer not to have to wear 

ALC is located at: 

            602 Auburn Dr,  

            Rapid City, SD 57701 
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masks but don’t object if others do.  Contact Shari Hanks or Corri Bliese 

regarding what they are studying.   

The 1 PM Tuesday Bible Study at the church is meeting in the fellowship 

area of the church.  Masks are required and social distancing is observed 

according to CDC guidelines.  Everyone is welcome.  We study the 

readings for the upcoming Sunday.  If you would like to attend, Pastor 

Sonja would be more than happy to email you the lessons ahead of time. 

It provides prior insight into Sunday’s worship.  In just a few more weeks 

all the current members of this Bible Study will be vaccinated! 
 

Giving 

We continue to rely on your financial support, your church needs you. 

Thank you for your attendance and giving to the church! If you are on 

Simply Giving and would like to increase the amount you are giving, 

please contact Bonnie Miller at (605) 390-6592 or 

bonbon3949@gmail.com. 
 

If you would like to start Simply Giving, please also contact Bonnie Miller.  

It is an easy way to give your offering whether you are able to attend 

church or not. Let Bonnie Miller know if you would like your offering 

envelopes deliver to you. Please prayerfully consider increasing your 

2021 giving to your church. Your envelopes can be mailed to the church 

or mailed directly to Bonnie Miller at 3615 Park drive, RC, SD 57702.  

Thank you very much for your prayerful consideration! 
 

MARCH Service Schedule: 
 

March 7 Carla Garner March 21 Dave Dreyer 

March 14 Pastor Sonja March 28 Pastor Sonja 
 

 
Attendance & Offering for February: 

 

Date Attendance Online In-Pews Offering 

February 7 26 10 16 $1015.00 

February 14 21 10 11 $1485.00 

February 21 30 12 18 $1470.00 

February 28 24 11 13 $ 995.00 
 

 
Lenten Attendance & Offering for February 

 

Date PVLC ALC Offering for PVLC 

February 17 

4 Unknown $ 32.00 

February 24 

9 7   + 12 on zoom $220.00 

This is the last newsletter I am writing for PVLC. I enjoyed doing them and 

gratefully hand the responsibility over to our new Administrative 

Assistant now. Thank you and blessings,  

Bonnie Miller 


